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E. M. Forster

) L . waty'ze
Surcly the anl}' sound foundation for a civilisation is a sound state of mind. ﬂiﬁ“als >
Fi.rcl:lit:cts, mntl:acu:rrs: international cammlsslan::rs, markcting boards, broad- In what way does the
casting corporatlons will never, b}r themsclves, build a new world. Thc}' must painting illustrate
be insplrcd by the proper splrlt, and there must be the proper splrlt in the tolerance among
different people?

PCDP].C For 1m'\n"].'.l.l:]ll'l'l th{'}- arc working. P
"What though IS tI'IC propecr EPi[it? P Thfl'f must IJE a ED'I.ll'.I.d statc CI'F ITI|I'IE|.
]JCEJ[C EI.lPIDlT.lﬂC}" or CCGI'IDITIiCS or tl'E.EI.C CDI'IFC[CI'ICCS can 'Fl.ll'lftiDl'l. E'I.lt Whﬂ.t

statc of mind is sound? Here we may differ. Most people, when asked what
spiritual quality is needed to rebuild civilisation, will reply “Love.” Men must F'|a_}|l' Audio
10 love one another, they say; nations must do likewisc, and then the series of

cataclysms which is threatening to destroy us will be checked. @ O PERSUASIVE ESSAY

Reread lines 1-1.
I"j i i . ) . According to Forster,
\:spcctl:u."}r but ﬁn‘nl}; | djsagrcc. Love is a great force In private life; it is what is needed to create

indeed the greatcst of all d‘llngs: but love in publlc affairs does not work. It has a sound foundation for

been tried agaln and a.gain: b}r the Christian civilisations of the Middle ;"tgcs. civilization?

and also b}r the French Revolution, a secular movement which reasserted the

brotherhood of man.! And it has always failed. The idea that nations should Language Coach

love one another, or that business concerns or ma.rk:tlng boards should love Oral Fluency Part of

onc another, or that a man in Portugal should love a man in Peru of whom he _reading aloud ﬂl.lf.‘_ﬂt!}"

has never heard—it is absurd, unreal, dangerous. It leads us into perilous and :szfn'j[‘n“g":;‘;f"-
0 vague sentimentalism.” “Love is what is needed,” we chant and then sit back, gue, the g is pronounced

and the world goes on as before. The fact is we can only love what we know fg/,and the -ue is silent.

pcrsonally. And we cannot know much. In public affairs, in the rcbujlding of Read 3'“”_'3' tr“f full

civilisation, scm:thing much less dramatic and emotional is needed, namcl}; ﬁ;ﬁ;ﬂ:\;’:ﬂeﬁ E_m*

tDJ.Cl'E.I'ICE. TDIC[E.I'ICC iS a very EI.'I.J.].I \"ll'tl.lt. It iE IIID[].I'IE. Ul'.l.].lk': IDVC, it ].'13.5 alwa}'s pmnunciatiun.

J.'.I.E.EI. a bﬂ.l:l. prcss. It iE ncgativc. It I'I'ICI.'CI:].r mecans P'I.lttil'lg up Wltl‘l PCDP].C, bclng

able to stand things. No one has ever written an ode” to tolerance or raised a "Civilization is a method of living, an
Jl:t.i'u.u:l:a'rzqual respect for all men.”
From the series Grear Ideas afmnm
Mer (1955), George Giusti.

1. French Revolution ... brotherhood of man: The French Revolution, which lasted from 1789 to 1795, India ink and pouache on paper,
had the motto “Liberty! Equality! Brotherhood!™ 24707 = 18%". Gift of the Contziner
Carparation of America. Smithsonian

2. sentimentalism |s&n'te-mén'tl-1z'amk: a tendency toward too much tender, often shallow emotion. Armerican Ast M . Wachingsan,
3. ode [5d): a usually formal poem on a serious subject. [.C. Photo @ Smithsonian American
Art Musu.u'n,le:.i.ngmn, D At

Resounce, Mew York.
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statuc to her. Yer this is the quality which will be most needed after the war.
This is the sound state of mind which we are looking for. This is the only
force which will enable different races and classes and interests to settle down
together to the work of reconstruction. @

The world is very full of people—appallingly full; it has never been so full
before, and they are all tumbling over cach other. Most of these people one
doesn't know, and some of them one doesnt like; doesn't like the colour of
their skins, say, or the shapes of their noses, or the way they blow them or
don't blow them, or the way they talk, or their smell, or their clothes, or their
fondness for jazz or their dislike of'jaz.z, and so on. Well, whart 1s one to do?
There are two solutions. One of them is the Nazi solution. If you don't like
people, kill them, banish them, segregate them, and then strut up and down
proclaiming that you arc the salt of the carth.* The other way is much less
thrilling, but it is on the whele the way of the democracices, and | prefer i If
you don't like people, put up with them as well as you can. Don't try to love
them: you can’t; you'll only strain yourself. But try to tolerate them. On the
basis of that tolerance a civilised future may be built. Certainly I can see no
other foundation for the postwar world. @

]_or what it will most need is the negative virtues: not being huffy, touchy,
irritable, revengeful. I have lost all faith in positive militant idcals; they can so
scldom be carried out without thousands of human beings getting maimed or
imprisoned. Phrases like “I will purge this nation,” “I will clean up this city,”
terrify and disgust me. They might not have mattered when the world was
cmpticr: they are horrifying now, when one nation is mixed up with another,
when one city cannot be organically separated from its neighbours. . . .

[ don't then regard tolerance as a great cternally established divine principle,
though I might perhaps quote “In my Father’s house are many mansions™ in
support of such a view. It is just a makeshift,® suitable for an overcrowded and
overheated planet. It carries on when love gives our, and love generally gives
out as soon as we move away from our home and our friends and stand among
strangers in a queue’ for potatoes. Tolerance is wanted in the queuc; otherwise
we think, “Why will people be so slow?™; it is wanted in the tube,® or “Why
will P-cup|: be so far?”; it 1s wanted at the tc|:p]'mnc, or “W’]‘i}r are rhc}.-r so deaf?”
or conversely, “Why do they mumble?” It is wanted in the street, in the office,
at the factory, and it is wanted above all between classes, races, and nations.

It's dull. And yet it entails imagination. For you have all the time to be putting
yoursclf in someone clsc’s place. Which is a desirable spiritual exercise. Cav ©

4. salt of the earth: the finest or noblest people. The expression derives from a statement in the
New Testament of the Bible (Matthew 513

5 “In my Father's house are many mansions™: Heaven is a place of diversity. The quotation is from
the New Testament of the Bible {John 14-2).

6. makeshift: a temporary substitute for something else.
7. queue lky5): a chiefly British expression for a line of people.
8. tube: a British term for the Underground, or London subway.

486 UNIT 42 THEME

O PERSUASIVE ESSAY

Why might Forster's
repetition of “this is” be
considered a persuasive
technique? Explain.

ANALYZE REASONS
AND EVIDENCE

What reasons and
evidence has Forster
given so far to support his
message about tolerance?

PERSUASIVE ESSAY
Reread lines 52—63. Think
about why Forster might
have chosen to include
commonplace complaints.
How effective are they at
persuading you to agree
with his position?



